[A case of pleural effusion in a patient with malignant lymphoma diagnosed by thoracoscopy with local anesthesia].
A 47-year-old woman was admitted for examination of massive right pleural effusion on chest radiography, together with chief complaints of dry cough and body weight loss. Exudative effusion was aspirated by thoracentesis, revealing many lymphocytes and a high level of adenosine deaminase. Thoracoscopy with local anesthesia was performed. Elevated white lesions and miliary nodules were observed, and these lesions were examined by thoracoscopic biopsy, leading to a diagnosis of malignant lymphoma. Treatment with chemotherapy (THP-COP) resulted in partial remission. Thoracoscopy with local anesthesia in cases of pleural effusion with malignant lymphoma can be a safe and useful procedure for diagnosis.